
 
 

Jessenia Gonzalez and her family 

have been renting for a long time 

and have always wanted a home of 

their own. Finally in August 2011, 

Jessenia made the decision to apply 

at Affordable Homes of South Texas, 

Inc.  She wanted to live in the Donna area and fortunately, AHSTI had a home in Donna un-

der the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP). Janie Garcia, AHSTI’s Weslaco Senior 

Loan Officer, met with Ms. Gonzalez and determined she qualified.  Now the question for 

Mrs. Gonzalez was not whether or not she would ever own her own home, but whether they 

would move in to their new home by Christmas. The kids were looking forward to living in 

their brand new home.  In fact, Mrs. Gonzalez was so excited that every afternoon following 

work she would go sit outside “her” home and at dusk would return to her rental. She was 

anxiously waiting for the closing date to see if she and her family would spend Christmas in 

their new home. Mrs. Gonzalez’s dream came true when she closed on her home on Decem-

ber 14, 2011. “We thought it was going to be impossible to ever own our own home, but 

thanks to Affordable Homes our dream came true. Everyone did a great job in helping us and 

they went the extra mile to make the purchase so easy and fast. Thanks so much!” 
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Everyday Heroes 

There is still time to  be a  part of THE PATH 
HOME walk area at AHSTI’s New HomeOwnership 
Center.   

The HomeOwnership Center is currently under 
construction and is scheduled to be ready at the 
end of Summer 2012.   

Visit www.ahsti.org for more information! 

http://www.ahsti.org/�
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VITA: Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

Offered At AHSTI 

A H S T I  C o n n e c t i o n  

VITA is an IRS initiative designed to promote and 
support free tax preparation service for the under-

served, low income populations earning up to  
$49,000 annually.  

AHSTI employees become IRS certified preparers 
and volunteer their time to help prepare basic, cur-
rent year tax returns for eligible taxpayers free of 
charge. 

The VITA service is available to walk-ins between 
the hours of 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays and  
Thursdays at AHSTI offices in McAllen and Weslaco. 

To access the VITA tax service during the day, 
please call 687-6263 or e-mail vita@ahsti.org to 
schedule your appointment today! Be sure to  
indicate McAllen or Weslaco office in your e-mail. 

Last year, AHSTI processed 295  
returns for total refunds of over 
$847,032.00 with an average refund of 
over $2,800 per tax filer.  

Grant to Help Texans Buy 
Their First Home 

The Texas State Affordable Housing Corporation (TSAHC) is pleased to announce it 

is now offering a larger grant to Texans interested in purchasing their first home.  The 

first-time programs will now offer a grant of 5% of the loan amount that the homebuy-

er can use towards down payment and closing costs.   

This grant is in addition to the programs' low fixed mortgage interest rate of 4%. This 

new grant amount is effective on the Home Sweet Texas, Professional Educators, and 

Homes for Texas Heroes Home Loan Programs.  For more informaƟon, contact 

TSAHC directly toll free at 1‐888‐638‐3555 or at www.tshac.org. 

mailto:vita@ahsti.org?subject=Appointment%20for%20VITA%20Tax%20Assistance�
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Barrier Removal for Disabled Persons 

Thank You! 

Aileen Celestino ………………… January 1 

Valerie Cardenas ………………..  January 10 

Jim Darling ……………………...  January 14 

Birthdays  

The Texas Housing Trust Fund’s Amy Young Barrier Removal Program is brought to you by the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs and the State of Texas.  

If you or a member of your household has a disability, we can make your home accessible, free of 
charge!  Certain income requirements apply. 

We install Ramps, Grab bars, Handrails, Roll-in showers, Accessible door and faucet handles,  
Buzzing or flashing devices, Accessible counters, and more!  Hurry funding is limited! 

For more information, call 956-687-6263. 

NEW PROGRAM 

Welcome New AHSTI Employees...  

FB Heron Foundation—$90,000 
for affordable housing support. 

Glenda Quintanilla …………………………. 5 years 

Jessica Mendiola …………………………… 17 years 

Anniversaries 

Blanca Chapa 

Foreclosure Intervention  
Assistant 

Brenda Lopez 

Real Estate Services  
Coordinator 

Myra L. Martinez 

Director of Operations 
and Communications 

Cynthia Garcia 

Intern 



Upper Valley Office:  
1420 Erie Ave 
McAllen, TX 78501 
Phone: 956-687-6263 
Fax: 956-682-9751 

Mid Valley Office: 
134 W. 5th St. 
Weslaco, TX 78596 
Phone: 956-447-8909 
Fax: 956-447-8904 

 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Affordable Homes of South Texas, Inc. (AHSTI) is a 
community based non-profit organization enhancing 
the quality of life by providing affordable housing and 
related services to eligible families. 

Affordable Homes Of South Texas, Inc. 

EXECUTIVE 

Robert A. Calvillo, Executive Director 

Barbara Trevino, Administrative Assistant 

Paul Gabriel, General Counsel 

 

Myra L. Martinez, Director of Operations and Communications 

ACCOUNTING AND  ADMINISTRATION 

Rey Jaquez, Finance Director 

Rick Ramirez, Accounting Supervisor 

Jessica Mendiola, Loan Administrator 

Glenda N. Quintanilla, Accounting Assistant 

Diana Martinez, Community Stabilization Coordinator 

Marisol Ledezma, Accounting Assistant 

Apple Blanco, Accounts Payable 

Aileen Celestino, Collections/ Foreclosure Counselor 

Ismael Barco, Information Technology Specialist 

Joey Muniz, Computer Tech I 

Esmeralda Varela, Customer Service Representative 

Blanca Chapa, Foreclosure Intervention Assistant 

CONSTRUCTION 

Fred Munguia, Construction Director 

Gustavo Garcia, Rehab Specialist 

Tony Fernandez, Construction Coordinator 

LENDING 

Isabel Mercado, Director of Lending 

Aidee De La Fuente, Homeownership Center Manager 

Janie Garcia,  Senior Loan Officer 

Juanita Cura, Loan Officer 

Nora H. Garcia, Legal Secretary /HR Assistant 

Cindy Guzman, Loan Processor 

Gloria Escamilla, Home Buyer Counselor 

Melba Arredondo, Loan Coordinator 

Frank Tafolla, Real Estate Services Coordinator 

Jasmin Davila, Loan Production Coordinator 

Elaine McDonald-Tafolla, Loan Production Coordinator 

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES 

Martin Medina, Director of Strategic Initiatives 

Patricia Garza, Community Development Coordinator 

Karla Garcia, Contract Compliance Administrator 

HCH REALTY 

Ken DeJarnett, Director of Real Estate Services 

Brenda Lopez, Real Estate Services Coordinator 

Paul Schwab, Broker Associate 
 
Cynthia Garcia, Intern 

S
T

A
F

F
 

Paul R. Rodriguez, President 
Elva Cerda, Vice-President 
Jason Leal, Secretary 
Lorena Castillo, Treasurer 

Carmen De Leon 
Onesimo Martinez 
Guillermo Maciel, Jr. 
 

Rudy Salinas 
Gracie Silva 
Valerie Cardenas 
Brian Disque 
Humberto Rodriguez 
Minnie Lanham 
 
Ex-Officio 
Piedad Martinez 
Jose Saenz 

2011-2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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