
 

An actual unedited note received from Gretta Ramirez, a new homeown-

er in Las Vistas Subdivision - San Juan, Texas…. 

 

“When we went to Affordable Homes, they were great in giving us the 

information about getting a home with them, they had the time and the 

personnel to care for us. We applied and finally we got what we really 

wished for. Our life has change in the most beautiful way. When we got 

our home we were very excited - it was all about getting our new home, 

decoration, and new furniture, but time had passed and we are more glad now because we val-

ue this amazing opportunity that Affordable Homes gave us in getting our new house. Now we 

love our house more because we are living there, my children have a place to be, to play to 

rest, they have their own rooms, also we are investing our money in something that belongs to 

us. My children are getting values about being in a family because we care for our home, we 

paint, we do gardening and the most important thing is we have a place where we feel secure 

to live. We give thanks to God and Affordable Homes for our house. They are very supportive 

and care.”  

Editor’s note:  At closing of her home, Ms. Ramirez asked to see the supervisor of the depart-

ment.  She went to her office, hugged her and began crying. She said how happy she truly was 

and that words could not express her appreciation for the help AHSTI provided her.  She then 

proceeded to kiss both hands of the supervisor and thanked her again before leaving with her 

new keys in hand.  If only we would have taken a picture of this ! 

Additional footnote:  Ms. Ramirez is now one of the lead organizers of the soon to be formal-

ized Las Vistas Homeowners Association.  

 

Imagine a free online resource for anyone interested in 

buying an existing home, building a new home or still un-

sure of how to proceed.  That is the idea behind the website 

www.tucasa.us.  The online resource will link all of the 

AHSTI maintained sites to help families, of any income 

range or situation, with options to become homeowners. 

For people interested in buying an existing home, the web-

site www.hchrealty.org will be able to provide access to all properties listed for sale by Real-

tors anywhere within Hidalgo and Cameron Counties, regardless of price.  For new home con-

struction, www.ahsti.org has a complete listing of all subdivisions we are building in, income 

limits and other information for new home buyers. Finally, www.thehomebuyersfair.org is the 

site we maintain to provide resources available within the community for anyone interested in 

becoming homeowners including calculators and info on 

local programs. 

The new site is currently being developed and we hope to 

have it ready for use within the next 30 days.  Tell your 

friends - the premier resource site for potential homebuy-

ers is www.tucasa.us. 
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The devastation in Japan is simply horrific. The death toll is rising by the hour. Tens of thousands remain missing, 

more than 450,000 people have been displaced, and millions lack access to food, water, electricity, and medicine.1 

And as rescue and relief workers struggle to operate around the clock, Japan must also contend with partial meltdowns 

and the escalating risk of an even worse catastrophe at several nuclear reactors.2 

Right now the people of Japan are in crisis, their resources are stretched thin, and they need our help. Many 

organizations are already on the ground providing relief, including Doctors Without Borders and the Red Cross. You 

can provide immediate assistance by donating to help fund the emergency response:  

Doctors Without Borders is sending highly trained teams of doctors into the hardest-hit and most difficult-to-reach 

regions of Japan.  (Note: Doctors Without Borders is not accepting contributions "earmarked" for Japan, but rather 

drawing from general support to enable their important response work there.) 

The Red Cross operates 92 hospitals in Japan and has deployed 700 medical relief volunteers across the country al-

ready.  

 

To donate contact one of the organizations  above. 

 

AHSTI recently received word that has received a grant in the amount of $74,000 from NeighborWorks ®America to 

help support our mission.  To receive this award, despite the federal budget issues, is something we recognize and 

sincerely appreciate. Thank you NeighborWorks ®America for their continued support.  

Ms. Guerra of Weslaco was in dire straits about a year ago and decided to come in to talk with 

someone at AHSTI about her situation. She had a foreclosure date and was in fear of losing her 

home. She was also going through a divorce so she was facing a very difficult time and was not 

sure she was going to be able to still afford her home with just one income. Aileen, our counselor, 

was able to stop the foreclosure and almost a year later we were able to help her work with her 

lender to permanently modify her loan. Ms. Guerra is happy that she will be able to afford her home with her chil-

dren despite the difficulties she faced last year. 

If you drive by our McAllen office, you might notice our building has new signage.  We recently added our newest 

division, HCH Realty, to the sign.  We may not be completely neutral on the subject but we think it looks pretty nice ! 

402 Beverly Hills Lane, Edinburg, TX- Gorgeous Custom Built Corner Stucco 

Home on a Half Acre. Home features 4 Bedrooms and 3 1/2 Bath. Porcelain Tile Floors 

through out. Granite countertops in Kitchen, including restroom vanities and all niches. 

High decorative ceilings with very unique ceiling fans. Crown moldings throughout plus 

decorative wood framing to each door. All showers feature marble walls including the 

ceilings. The Master Bath Tub has whirlpool jets, separate vanities and separate shower. 

According to Seller, Exterior walls are built with Plywood/Block/Stucco. The Insulation 

was also sprayed in between walls. Energy Saver and Elegant Home! 

 

For more information please contact: Grizelda (Grace) Montalvo @ 956.687.8900 
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AHSTI’s Volunteer In-

come Tax Assistance 

(VITA) site has been busy 

since it opened on January 

18th. The VITA program provides fee income tax return prepara-

tion to hard working taxpayers earning up to $45,000 annually.  

IRS certified preparers who volunteer their time (AHSTI employ-

ees) help prepare basic, current year tax returns for eligible taxpay-

ers free of charge.  The site is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm AHSTI customers and other members of 

the community will be able to schedule an appointment to have 

their returns prepared and filed electronically. 

 

As of March 11th, 240 returns have been prepared for total refunds 

of over $755,000 or averaging refunds over $3,100 per tax filer.  

The average adjusted gross income of the families we assisted was 

approximately $18,670.  As a result of our services, we estimate 

we have saved these families a total of over $60,000 in tax prep-

aration fees. 
 

 

Don’t pay over $200 for a fairly simple return – let us help 

you do it – for FREE ! 

 

Cecilia Torres 4 years 

Karla Garcia 2 years 

Rick Ramirez 1 year 

Tony Fernandez   1 year 

Planning for the 13th Annual Home Buyer’s 

Fair is under way and we have exciting news!  

This year the Fair will be held at the McAllen 

Convention Center on Sat. June 11th! Expect 

over 50 booths of information to help you navigate today real es-

tate market. Attendees will be able to pull their credit report and 

attend seminars on the home buying process. Attend the Home 

Buyer’s Fair and leave with peace of mind as you purchase the 

investment of a lifetime.   

We'll see you at the McAllen Convention Center Saturday June 

11th !  Sponsorship and booth opportunities available.  Call 956-

687-6263 

http://www.ahsti.org/

